Information Technology Department (Web Site) Week 2
This week's lesson is on navigation controls and deciding on overall number of pages for your site.

 Each member in the IT group will complete two navigation pages One with text navigation, the other with graphical navigation controls.

Decide on what links to pages you want.  There is probably a bare minimum: Home or Index page, Products Page that includes shopping cart, About Us Page and a Contact Us Page.  Of course, there could be many other pages, based on what type of company you have.  Other links can take off from these pages s well.

All pages need to end with the .html extension so that browsers like Internet Explorer recognizes them a Web page.

You next need to know how you want your links for each page to appear, where you want to place them and if they should be text or graphical links.

 I have created templates for each.  The text linked based navigation is in the file called Navigation Text.html. 

The graphical one is a bit more complicated and is located in the file called Navigation Graphical.html

  Follow these steps to get a copy of these files

After the file loads, Click on VIEW

Click on SOURCE

Click on EDIT

Click on SELECT ALL

Click on EDIT

Click on COPY

Open Notepad

Click on EDIT

Click on PASTE

Save the file using an .html extension.

 Save each one into a folder that you have access to, as we will be modifying these templates. Remember to write down the name of the file you used.  One will be your navigation page for the graphics one and the other for the text-based navigation system  

Text- Based Navigation Controls

Let's start with the text-based system first.  With just few exceptions Navigation Text.html and navigational Graphical.html are very much alike.

Let's start with the Navigational Text.html listing in Notepad.

Beginning HTML tag is present, HEAD tags are in place,

Title indicates that this is the home page.  In many cases this page is called the index page.  The company hosting your site will tell what to call this first page.  For now all we are going to do is figure out the navigational controls and where to place them on the page.  We will update this page in the next lesson to create our home or index page.

The link to style.css sheet is OK.  Notice that is it linked to style2.css instead of style.css.

You should link it to the style.css file that you all agreed upon to use.

.

 After the link to the style file, there is an ending Style tag and an ending Head tag.

 The Body tag indicates the area we will be working in today.  Notice where its ending tag is located as well as the ending HTML tag.

Remember when the page is linked to a style sheet.  The style sheet indicates font-family, size, and color of text.

 Remember that the browser ignores all information contained between the comment tags.  I use these tags to make notes to myself as to what I want to do next.

 One of the best ways to organize the layout of a web page is by using tables.  Tables keep the different elements on a page from overlapping and getting in the way of each other.

 To create a table, begin with the <Table> tag.  A table must also have and ending 

</TABLE> tag.

To change the way a table looks you can use borders, cell padding and cell spacing.  Experiment with these properties to obtain the look you want.

 The next tag, the <TR> tells the browser that this is the beginning of a row in the table.

 The <TR> tag is a paired tag. Look at the listing to find the ending tag, </TABLE> tag.

 Tables have rows and cells.  To create a table data cell use the tag <TD>.  It also has and 

ending tag </TD>. 

 The first table data cell holds the link to the home page.  It begins with the opening tag <TD>.

 Colors can be assigned to each table data cell.  I used dimgray

 To create a link to a page called "Home.html", use the following tag, <A href="Home.html">Home</A>

 The anchor tag starts with the <A and provides for a clickable link to another Web resource.

 The HREF=URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator, which specifies location of any type of Internet resource, including HTML files.

 We are directing this link to the home.html page.  When we click on this underlined link the browser will load that page.

Now we need to end the information contained in this table data cell by using the </TD>.

All of the rest of the page is done in the same format.  Each link is enclosed in a table data cell. Since there is only one row in our table, we end the row with the </TR> tag.

Next place the ending table tag on the page and turn off centering.

 To place and image into an HTML document use the <IMG SRC="name of picture with Extension ">.

 The height and width of the picture can be specified along with a border if desired.  They need to be between the tags <TD> and </TD>.

Hspace=15 puts some space around the picture before beginning the text.  Align = middle aligns the text with the middle part of the graphic.  You can use top and bottom alignment if you with.

A font is selected, color and size before printing the name of our company.  &nbsp; stands for non-breaking space.  It is a way of putting horizontal space between objects.  Just leaving blank space does not work.

Next we specify a font for the text that follows, “Clothing for the active surfer.”

 We now need to end the body of the document with and ending body tag </Body>.

 Next the ending tag for the entire document is </HTML>.

Change the Title to Home.Page if it is not already that way. The title shows on the top line of the browser along with the folders, and location of the files.

 Save your file.  Remember it must have an “.html” extension after the file name. Put it in your folder so it does not conflict with files of department members.

 Now we need to see if the template works.  If we double-click on it, it should load "Navigation Text.html" and we should see the links and graphics at the top of the page.

If we click on the home link it should reload the page we are currently on. Now we need to see if the other links work

 First those links, html pages, need to be created.  Let's create the "Products.html" page first.  We can use the "Navigation Text.html" file make a few changes and use SAVE AS in Notepad to create this new products page.

Change the Title to Products Page

 Type the words  “Product page” just before the ending Body tag. This will help us to see  if we have in fact reached this link.

Leave all the navigation lines and the picture after the table in this file, since we want them to appear on every page in exactly the same way.

 Save as Products.html.  Make sure to include the extension of html.

Double-click on this newly created Products page.

Click on the Home.html.link.  Did it work?  It should have.

 Create templates for the About Us and Contact pages in the same way as instructed above.  Remember we want all navigational controls on every page in the same exact spot.  Save all pages using the ,html extension

Try out all links.

 Print out all these files to turn into your instructor.

Graphical Approach to Navigation

 Now it is time to try the Navigational Graphical.html approach.  Remember that here we use pictures to be the click able links.  I used jpegs picture file format.

Capture the page’s code as instructed above.

 Save this page using the SAVE AS command in Notepad.  Call it “Your Company Graphical Home Page.html” or some other descriptive name.

 Now it is time to decide on a graphics to represent the home page, contact page, products page and about us page.  A picture of a house might work for the home page.  I used the actual word "Home" and saved it as a picture, jpg file . You can use a photo editing program, Flash or other tool to take text and turn it into a picture file. Or just use the pictures

Now we just need to change the tags inside the table data tags.

 We start with the name of the actual link<A href=”Home.html”>  If this is the name you want just leave it alone.

We begin the next line with the IMG tag put in some spacing, height and width properties.  These numbers control the size of the graphic.  You can experiment with these to get the graphic the shape you want.  

Remember look over the graphic.  You do not want to radically change the difference between height and width or you can distort the graphic.

The information following the SCR is the name of the picture that you are using for your link.

 The ALT tag is a special tag.  Used as you see here, when the user passes the mouse cursor over the picture, the Words "Home Page" appear.  This helps identify the graphic's intention and to clarify the link's name.

 Find the graphics you want to represent the rest of the links:  About Us, and Contact us, and Products.

I put a picture at the end of the table.

First I declared the type of font face, color and size <Font face=Impact Size=14 color=white>

Then I inserted a picture called surf background.jpg with a height of 175 and a width of 175.

I put some space, HSPACE 15, between the picture and the text that follows aligned the text with the top of the picture and then put the name of my company.

The tags <nbsp;nbsp;> put some extra space between the company name and the text that will follow.

I stated the font face, size and color for the text that comes next, “Clothing for the active surfer”.

 When finished printout the Notepad listing for each and turn into your instructor.

 Have department meeting to decide on which method, text of graphic and which ones you want to use for your company web page. 
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